Task Based Learning
(A Practical Approach)
Aims:
• To (re) introduce the concept of TBL
• To focus on staging

Teacher Training Seminar - December 2015

1
Teacher Training Seminar - December 2015

2
Teacher Training Seminar - December 2015

3
Teacher Training Seminar - December 2015

4
Teacher Training Seminar - December 2015

Teacher Training Seminar - December 2015

TBL Task
Materials needed
25 paper clips
2 sheets of A4 paper
12 coloured cards
Instructions – Part 1
1.

Using the material build a house. You must
work together to create a house using the
material given. Your house will be judged
on: height, stability, beauty.

2.

You can bend/fold the card and paper. You
cannot cut or tear the paper.

3.

You have 10 minutes!
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TBL Task
Instructions – Part 2
1.

You will now work together to pitch the
house to the teacher. Nominate a
spokesperson. Prepare your sales pitch. Try
to use the vocabulary we have already
seen. You want the teacher to buy your
house so make it as appealing as possible.

2.

You have 10 minutes.
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Components of the TBL framework
Pre-task
Introduction to topic and task
Teacher explores the topic with the class, highlights useful words and
phrases. Helps students understand task instructions and prepare
for the task.
Task cycle
Planning: Students
prepare to report to
the whole class (orally
or in writing) how they
did they task, what
they decided or what
they discovered.

Task: Students do the task in
pairs or small groups. Teacher
monitors from a distance.

Report : Some groups
report to the class or
exchange written
reports and compare
the results.

Students may now read a text or listen to others doing the task and
compare.

Language Focus
Analysis: Students analyse
specific features of the text or
transcript.
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Practice: Teacher conducts
practice of new words, phrases
and patterns occurring in the
data either during or after
analysis.

Types of Tasks for TBL
1.

Listing

2.

Ordering and sorting

3.

Comparing

4.

Problem solving

5.

Sharing personal experiences

6.

Creative tasks
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Technology for Teaching
Aims:
• To look at websites which can be useful for
teaching
• To consider some apps which can be used in the
classroom
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Websites for reading
http://literacynet.org/cnnsf/archives.html

A website which contains news articles from CNN and CBS. Each story
has two versions with accompanying exercises.
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Websites for reading
www.cueprompter.com

CuePrompter is a website which allows you to paste any text and
displays it in a rolling fashion on a screen so the text disappears
as students read.
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TEACHER’S NOTES

Island Adventure

ESL / EFL RESOURCES

Activity Type

Introduction

Reading, writing,
listening and speaking
activity, group work

In this imaginative worksheet activity, students use their critical
thinking and problem-solving skills to survive being stranded on
a desert island.

Procedure

Language Focus

Set the scene by drawing a boat on the board. Tell the students to
imagine that they are on the boat and to suggest what they are
doing there.

Critical thinking
Problem solving
Survival items

Then, draw lightning on the board. Explain that the boat has been
hit by a storm and has started taking on water.

Aim

Now, divide the students into groups of three and give a copy of
the worksheet to each group.

To use critical thinking
and problem-solving
skills to survive being
stranded on a desert
island.

Tell the students that there is a desert island nearby and that each
group must choose four items from the worksheet to help them
survive on the island.
The students then complete the worksheet by naming the four
items and explaining why they chose each one.

Preparation
Make one copy of the
worksheet for each group
of three. Also, make one
copy of the cards and cut
as indicated. You will also
need a dice.

Level
Intermediate

When the students have finished writing, ask each group to explain
their choices to the class.
Next, the groups find out what challenge they face on the island
by choosing a card.
Each group reads the challenge on their card and makes a plan on
how they are going to survive on the island using the four items
to help them.
Afterwards, the groups take it in turns to read their challenge and
present their ideas to the class.
Assess each group's chances of survival, according to their ideas.

Time

Award each group a score between zero and three.

1 hour

After each group has presented, they roll a dice and the awarded
points are combined with the number on the dice.
Groups need to score four or more to survive. A score of six or
more is needed to thrive on the island.
Depending on the score, make up the ending of each group's tale.
For example, a group with a score of four may barely survive.
A score of nine would mean everything happened as the group
planned and a score of six would be somewhere in between.

Teach-This.com © 2017 Permission granted to reproduce for classroom use.

CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING

Island Adventure

ESL / EFL RESOURCES

Your boat is sinking! There is a desert island nearby. You can swim there, but you can only take
one bag with you. Choose four items to help you survive on the island.
lamp

sunscreen

toilet paper

pot

first aid kit

hiking boots

axe

flare gun

inflatable raft

lighter

insect repellent

hammock

compass

mirror

knife

water filter

fishing rod

rope

rifle

tent

Name the four items and explain why you chose each one.
Item 1: ____________________________________________________________________
Reason: ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Item 2: ____________________________________________________________________
Reason: ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Item 3: ____________________________________________________________________
Reason: ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
Item 4: ____________________________________________________________________
Reason: ____________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
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CRITICAL THINKING AND PROBLEM SOLVING

Island Adventure

ESL / EFL RESOURCES

1. The island is inhabited by nomadic

2. The island is perfect. There are many

tribes of hunter gatherers. Some of the

fruits and wild animals to eat. You even

tribes are extremely dangerous cannibals,

found a treasure chest full of gold.

but some tribes are quite friendly.

However, you were spotted with the chest
by pirates and now they are coming after
you and the treasure.

3. The island is devoid of dangerous

4. The island is home to a tribe of

animals, but there is a very strong storm

children, no older than eight years old,

every eight hours that destroys any

who have been shipwrecked there for over

structures and leaves everything soaking

a year.

wet.

5. Remember the movie King Kong? Well,

6. The island is full of zombies, who only

you are on that island. Not only do you

come out at night. They will definitely eat

have to survive, but you have to avoid

you if they see you, but they are afraid of

King Kong, dinosaurs and very large flying

water.

insects!

7. The island is actually quite nice.

8. The island is filled with highly-evolved

However, it’s only 50 centimeters above

apes, who dominate everything. The apes

sea level, and it is sinking at the rate of

are very grumpy and don’t like visitors.

one centimeter a day. You don’t have
long until the whole island is going to be
underwater.
9. Welcome to snake island. This island

10. The island is warm during the day.

is covered in poisonous snakes. They are

However, at night the temperature on the

everywhere. The only place which is safe

island drops to -30 degrees Celsius and

is the beach. However, at high tide the

everything freezes.

beach disappears.
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TASK BASED LEARNING
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TBL TASK
Materials needed
25 paper clips
2 sheets of A4 paper
12 coloured cards
Instructions – Part 1
1.
Using the material build a house. You must work
together to create a house using the material given.
Your house will be judged on: height, stability, beauty.
2.
You can bend/fold the card and paper. You cannot cut
or tear the paper.
3.
You have 10 minutes!

TBL TASK
Instructions – Part 2
1.
You will now work together to pitch the house to the
teacher. Nominate a spokesperson. Prepare your sales
pitch. Try to use the vocabulary we have already seen.
You want the teacher to buy your house so make it as
appealing as possible.
2.
You have 15 minutes.

COMPONENTS OF THE TBL FRAMEWORK
Pre-task
Introduction to topic and task
Teacher explores the topic with the class, highlights useful words and phrases.
Helps students understand task instructions and prepare for the task.
Task cycle

Planning: Students prepare to report to the
Report : Some groups report to the class or
Task: Students do the task in pairs or whole
small class (orally or in writing) how they did
exchange written reports and compare the
groups. Teacher monitors from a distance.
they task, what they decided or what they
results.
discovered.

Students may now read a text or listen to others doing the task and compare.

Language Focus

Analysis: Students analyse specific
features of the text or transcript.

Practice: Teacher conducts practice
of new words, phrases and patterns
occurring in the data either during or
after analysis.

TYPES OF TASKS FOR TBL
1.

Listing

2.

Ordering and sorting

3.

Comparing

4.

Problem solving

5.

Sharing personal experiences

6.

Creative tasks

Task-based teaching is about creating opportunities for
meaning-focused language use.
In other words, learners doing tasks will not be
•speaking to practise a new structure
•writing to display their control of certain language items
These are primarily form-focused activities, designed to
practise language items that have been presented earlier.
In TBL, learners doing tasks will be making free use of
whatever English they can recall to express the things that
they really want to write in the process of achieving the task
goal.

WHAT KIND OF ACTIVITY IS A TASK?
Willis and Willis (2007:12-14) offer the following criteria in the form of
questions.
‘The more confidently you can answer yes to each of these questions, the
more task-like the activity.
1.

Will the activity engage the learners’ interest?

2.

Is there a primary focus on meaning?

3.

Is there a goal or an outcome?

4.

Is success judged in terms of outcome?

5.

Is completion a priority?

6.

Does the activity relate to real world activities?

