Cross Cultural Comparisons
1 = In my culture it is normal:
normal:

a)

1) Tick
here
______

b)

2 = In Irish culture it is

to stand close when talking

2) Tick
here
______

______

to kiss people on the cheek to say hello

______

c)

______

to shake hands to say hello

______

d)

______

to speak in a very loud voice

_____

e)

______

not to observe the rules of the queue

______

f)

______

to nod or say ‘yes’ without understanding

______

g)

______

to say ‘thank you’ to the bus driver

______

h)

______

to use formal titles when addressing people

______

i)

______

to sing in public

______

j)

______

to avoid eye contact when speaking

______

k)

______

to be a little late when meeting friends

______

l)

______

to insist on buying someone a drink at a bar

______

m)

______

to use the ‘rounds’ system when in a bar

______

n)

______

to interrupt someone to give your opinion

______

o)

______

for men to open doors for women

______

p)

______

to refuse an offer 3 times before accepting

______

q)

______

not to accept compliments

______

r)

______

to make arrangements that will never happen

______

s)

______

to say ‘How are you?’ with expecting a response

______
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Intros and Icebreakers

How much do you know about Ireland?
1. What’s the population of the Republic of Ireland?
2. What’s the population of Dublin?
3. Who is the President of Ireland?
4. What title does the Irish ‘Prime Minister’ have?
5. What’s the name of the Irish parliament?
6. Who is the patron saint of Ireland? When do we celebrate his feast day?
7. Name three types of traditional Irish food.
8. Name two types of traditional Irish sport.
9. What are police officers called in Ireland?
10. Look at the following sentences. They all contain Dublin slang. What do you think the
slang means?
a) I could murder a pint.
b) Fair play to ya. That was a great result.
c) He’s a right eejit. He never gets anything right.
d) You’ve made a hames of that. You’ll have to do it again.
e) If you’ want a shower, you’ll find the towels in the hot press.
f) What are you gawking at? Haven’t you seen pink hair before?
g) Take your umbrella. It’s lashing.
h) I’m off to bed. I’m wrecked.
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What type of teacher are you?
1. It’s 8:05 and one of your students comes to class late, dropping his bag, lunch, and
books all over the floor. You....
a) keep teaching without looking at the student
b) you help pick up the things and then continue class
c) you laugh and help them get over the embarrassment of it all
2. You are in the middle of giving students an assignment when you hear a fart in class.
Everyone freezes and looks around. You....
a) pretend you didn't hear anything and teach through the laughter
b) you stop to say something about how rude it is and then continue teaching
c) you burp or make an equally silly noise to help everyone laugh and move past it
3. After getting your class to settle down and pay attention to the video you have cued
up on the projector, you realize it is the wrong one. You....
a) give your students a quick task while you find the right video
b) alter the lesson slightly to use the video you've cued up
c) admit your mistake and find the right video
4. You are all set to teach your lesson today. You go to grab your stack of worksheets to
pass out and realize the wrong ones were copied. You...
a) silently freak out and send a student to make the right copies
b) adapt the worksheet to board work or small groups
c) scrap the worksheet and go with the next activity

5.
a)
b)
c)

In a heated class discussion, one student refuses to raise his hand. You...
stop to teach a valuable lesson of respectful behaviour
appreciate the excitement from the student and look past the interruptions
go with the flow of a more casual discussion since the students are psyched

6. Just as you get set to teach your lesson, the classroom door creaks open and in walks
your principal with a prospective parent tour. You....
a) keep teaching- your students are prepared for these situations
b) keep teaching, but say "welcome" to the parents quickly
c) stop teaching to give the parents a quick overview of your class or lesson
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7.
a)
b)
c)

A parent sends you a nasty email that is totally unfounded. You....
ignore it and go about your teaching. You will deal with it later.
can't stop thinking about it and how to resolve it quickly
print it out to share it with the principal and find a solution

8.
a)
b)
c)

In your opinion, what most excites kids for learning?
technology- using their phones, preferably
you being prepared and excited to teach
letting the students explore lesson extensions

9.
a)
b)
c)
d)

When you plan lessons, you...
need lots of quiet and no distractions
sit on the couch in front of the tv
every planning session is different
turn up the music and have fun planning

10. When you grade papers, your comments are mostly....
a) brief but concise
b) positive and helpful
c) smiles and stars
d) long and very thorough
11. Your assignments usually contain....
a) written work
b) technology components
c) group work
d) all of the above
12. If a student misses a deadline, you usually....
a) stick to the deadline and don't offer a second chance
b) deadlines, what deadlines?!
c) accept work late
d) have a policy for them to do extra work to make up for missing the deadline
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Course Introduction and Needs Analysis
Outcomes:
 They will have had the opportunity to go through the course timetable in some
detail.
 They will have been given information on course ‘logistics’.
 They will have had the opportunity to discuss the needs analysis they had
completed before arrival.
 They will have done lots of icebreakers and warmers.
Materials:
 Course timetable
 Nametags
 Poster material and markers
 Acetate1
 Handout 1
Time
00.00

Stage
Getting to
know you

00.30

Needs analysis,
course
timetable and
logistics

Activity
 Give everyone a name tag onto which they
write their name and two adjectives to describe
themselves. Once they have finished they stick
nametag onto their chest.
 They then mingle jingle and write down
everyone’s name and adjectives. Teacher does
too.
 They sit down and teacher writes the following
on the WB.
Discover
o 3 facts about your partner
o 1 unusual / interesting fact about them
o why they chose their adjectives
o what they hope to have achieved by the
end of the course
 Teacher tells them info about themselves.
 Then they interview their partners and then
introduce partner to class.


Refer back to the ‘what they hope to have
achieved by the end of the course’ information.
 Look at the course timetable and go through in
detail.
 Explain that everything is leading up to a
materials development workshop at the end of
the two weeks. Material that we will be sharing
with each other. It will be scanned through to
everyone via email (by us).
 The language development sessions have been



00.50

Posters







01.10

Discussion










developed for Advanced learners development
but will also contain lots of ideas for them to
take home and use in their classes.
Teachers’ choice is exactly that. More language
development? More ideas for teaching? More
cultural input? This will be discussed with the
trainer in week 2.
Deal with any Qs
Learners work in groups of 3 or 4.
A groups prepare a poster outlining the
characteristics of a good teacher. B groups
make a poster outlining the characteristics of a
good learner.
They then present their ideas to the class.
Agree? Disagree? Discuss.
Put posters on wall
In their groups they discuss the question ‘What
is teaching?’ Imagine an alien landed in their
back garden and over a glass of wine they had
to explain what teaching was.
Get feedback onto mind map on WB.
Show them acetate 1
They read the statement. (This is a mish mash
of many books I’ve read. So there’s no one
person to quote here – Its scrambled Scrivener,
Lindsay, Knight and Ur).
Do they agree or disagree? Discuss as a class.
Then ask:
o Do you find your learners struggle with
this concept?’
o Do they want to be spoon fed?
o Does the curriculum, that is so often
product rather than process based,
encourage this?

01.25

A quiz






Let’s now focus on where we are! Ireland.
How much do you know about Ireland?
In groups of 3 / 4 they do the quiz on H/O 1.
Get feedback (See answer sheet).

01.50

Sum up



Deal with any Qs

How much do you know about Ireland?
1. What’s the population of the Republic of Ireland? 4.73 million (Northern Ireland has 1.81
million so 6.54 million in total)
2. What’s the population of Dublin? 1.3 million in the greater
Dublin area
3. Who is the President of Ireland? Michael D Higgins
4. What title does the Irish ‘Prime Minister’ have? An Taoiseach
5. What’s the name of the Irish parliament? Dáil Éireann
6. Who is the patron saint of Ireland? When do we celebrate his feast day?
St. Patrick – March 17th
7. Name three types of traditional Irish food. Irish Stew, Bacon and Cabbage,
Colcannon

8. Name two types of traditional Irish sport. Gaelic Football, Hurling
9. What are police officers called in Ireland? Gardaí
10. Look at the following sentences. They all contain Dublin slang. What do you think the
slang means?
a) I could murder a pint. I’m very thirsty.
b) Fair play to ya. That was a great result. Well done, congrats
c) He’s a right eejit. He never gets anything right. idiot
d) You’ve made a hames of that. You’ll have to do it again. Made a mess
e) If you’re wanting a shower, you’ll find the towels in the hot press. Airing cupboard
f) What are you gawking at? Haven’t you seen pink hair before? Staring at
g) Take your umbrella. It’s lashing. Raining heavily
h) I’m off to bed. I’m wrecked. exhausted
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Course Introduction and Icebreakers
Outcomes:



They will have had the opportunity to go through the course timetable in some
details
They will have done lots of icebreakers and warmers

Procedure:

1. Give everyone a name tag onto which they write their name and two
adjectives to describe themselves. (If you want to make it more
challenging, tell them to use the first letter of their name for their
adjectives e.g. Samantha – sensible)
2. Class melee and write down everyone’s names and adjectives.
3. Get them to sit down and ask their partner the following:
 3 facts
 1 unusual/interesting fact
 Why they chose their adjectives
 What they hope to achieve by doing this course
4. Once they have finished they introduce their partner to the class.
5. Look at the course timetable and go through it in detail. Highlight that
language development sessions the topic can be chose and that
teacher’s choice is exactly that. Deal with any questions.
6. Put teachers into groups of 3 or 4 and give them poster paper. Divide
groups into A and B. A group prepares poster outlining the
characteristics of a good teacher. B group outlines characteristics of a
good learner. Present posters to the class.
7. Choose from any of the activities in this pack to finish the class or some
of your own. The Ireland quiz is always a good one. Remember to give a
copy of activities which are not included to Samantha.
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Getting to know you
1. ___________’s greatest achievement is _____________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
2. The living person ____________ most admires is _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
3. ___________’s favourite journey is ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
4. The best decision ____________ has ever made was __________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
5. ___________’s most treasured possession is _________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
6. The single best moment of __________’s life was _____________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
7. A word that sums up __________ is ________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
8. The most amazing place ___________ has ever visited is _______________________
_____________________________________________________________________
9. __________’s idea of perfect happiness is ___________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
10.__________’s greatest ambition is _________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
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